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CITY OF WASHINGTON.
Mr. Ohay|Mll'< letter. j

We published yesterday a noble oration /ruin a north- I
rrn man. (General Cashing,) which wa* specially ad !
dresaed to hia northern brethren. We lay this morning
before our reader* a nolih- I'iter from a southern man,
(Mr. Chappell, a citizen of Georgia, and a late distin-
guiahed member of Congress,) more especially addressed
to his southern democratic brethren. Mr. Gushing ap¬
peal* to th« North in the most emphatic and eloquent
terms in favor of this -hnmm Union; Mr. Chappell
make* a similar appeal to the South, also, in behalf of
compromise and the Union. We recommend it most

earnestly to the attention til oir readers. We are very
much mistaken if they do not find it one of the m >st

powerful productions of the <l.iy.
It is geuorally agreed that the horizon is brightening

uround us. The Irir.'ids of the Compromise begin
to entertain sanguine hopes of its success. We would
lake it, with Mr. Cbappell, with its present amend¬
ment*; jet it would he morn aatisfacloiy to us, and
we have no doubt would prove so to the people of
the South.and we equally trust it would not be
more displeasing to our brethren of the North.if some

few additional amendment* were made to the bill. We
have not yet abandoned the ho|ie of such changes. In¬
deed, a senator tells us thut they "hope to amend the
bill by adopting two amendment* The first ol them will
declare the assent of Coi ,:r << tie-tie reformation of the
southern boundary of California hi such a manner as to
nfiike the boundary jiroposej by Mr. Soule the boundary
of the State of Calilotnla. This amendment will incor¬
porate^ wish, expressed in the most emphatic terms by
Congress, that Californi.i shall conse.it to this modifica¬
tion of her boundary.
"The other amendment which will be proposed, and

which some of the most zealous friends of the bill
hope may be adople I, will adapt the .11th degree of north
latitude for the southern boundary of New Mexico."
Mr. Chappell is distinguished as the wiiter of the cele¬

brated l?tier which was addressed to the Georgians a few
) ear# ago, in favor of the redaction of the tariff and the
annexation of Texas. The following letter is even

(superior to that address »

From tbe Macon (Georgia) Citizen, (extra,) July 6.

NOTE TO MK. CUAPP&LL.

Macon, June 20, 1S50.
Sia: The undersigned, fiiendsof yours and lovers of

the Union, having great confidence in your political opin¬
ions, desire from you an expression ol sentiment for pub¬
lication, in reference to the great issues which are now
agitating tbe public mind, and more particularly ns to the
course of policy to be pursued in relation to the Compro¬
mise bill recently introduced into the Senate of the uni¬
ted States by the Hon. Henry Clay, as chairman of the
Committee of Thirteen.

Will you be kind enough to furnish us with an ex¬
position of your views at) our earliest convenience ?.and
oblige

Yours, respectfully,
ABNEll V. POWERS,
WILLIAM k. DatiRAFFENREID,
L. <). REYNOLDS,
ROBERT COLLINS,
ROBERT S. LAMER,
JAMES W. ARMSTRONG,
JOHN B LAMAR.

Hon. A. H. Chawell. .

MK. CHAPPfciX'S REPLY.
Gentlkmkk: I have given much reflection to the note

you addressed me 011 the'ituh tilt., desiring lor publica-
tiou an expression of my *entunents " in reference to the
great issues now agitating the public mind, and more

particularly as to the course of policy t < be pursued in re¬
lation to the Compromise bill recently iiiiio^uced into the
Senate ol the United S'.ates by Mr. Clay, as chairman of
the Committee of Thirteen."

I will not disguise, gentlemen, that your request has
given me considerable embarrassment. I have been tin-
able to repress the conviction that while a few partial
friends like )ourselves may teel an interest in knowing
my sentiment* on the great political question of the day,
yet that tbe mass of tbe public will be quite certain to re¬

paid them wrh inditlcience. For there are, 1 lielieve, but
three classes of men whom the people- recognise as

having the privilege of making demands on their attention,
those who are in actual public servicer those who are
candidates for election to public tiusts; and those who,
having served tne country long, ablj ,aad acceptably in

high places, have become permanently endeared to the
popular heart, and continue to be regarded as a species ol
cherished public property, ev«,. alter their retirement to
the shades of private 1 fe W hoever ventures belore the
public with l.i< sentiments on gieat political subjects, un¬
supported b) eitt.er ol lliese cla.nm, m tint ordinarily en¬

titled toet|>ect much attention, and a ill lie more Iiktiy to
enrountei the imputation ol presiimptunusuesa than to
obtain a thoiiglmul atteniion to the views which lie may
advance.
These Consideration*. nen'iei en. had well nun deter-I

mined me against complying Willi youi deep!) uppieCiaied
rf^Mt. But when 1 t-- n. anothei v-e a wiien I looked
at the matter on another side, an.l poit u u on the mo¬

mentous chaiactef ol the i--in s on w Inch you have
asked ail expression ol my sentiments, an.I saw, too.
what no man ran open his eyes to thing* around bun
Without aeeinj;, that the paramount, pati ioi .i wautol the
itmes, hi rrfeu-nce to the-e issues, is a lull, fear.ess, and
pertect freedom mid unie»crn ol the soullii n p, »|.1»* >r«

uuboMlining theinselvc*. and coming to a « It r, tr.ink,
man I) litidi "landing w i! ti one another.win li s,i that
th.s was the ist.nciive, craving wart ol ti e tunes, telt
nt oik e ihat J our rail tij ou me ha created an nrnnon

which did ot .eaw m: at liheitj to be reclamed bv an)
reliaement ot delicacy .rom pulorr.i.ng my part, how
ever humble, towards meeting a want winch I regarded
assogrtatand >i11v..

I pircn d, thuill ie, tin lit loi._i 1e it i ion, to the
takk ol attempting to li ) ui lique t Ann in Older
to a list pi e-e ill ne II t 01 in \ i i-".i in iv/a nl to tin- e v 1st

mg crisis, rt is iiico'»ij sin-iiid taxe a glance ut the
events ami ii>Htic.,Cf - e it ol wli.cn n h - grown.
The e ime taiinn o| Ii\..s ed lotlie \ie \ ican war; the

Mexican war n suiter1 in the acquisition ol New Mexico
arid (.binoi ma , and th. »-n -»ii n gu v e nm directly lo
the gnnt ie.111< i.il ijiniiiel wli'h now agitate- a'.d
threatens the I num. I hi annexation ol t-x.i.-., tl.i wai

wi'Ji Mexico, ami the i|uisi^iii of New Mexico and
t -u 111 Ol VI IS, weir ;i1 jut .i.tlW leirnii-i h uii.lsiihs
J he) wele, nil r- a; n.iy .,.» a Mill's
of the southern »ei I ion oi dunociat puny. It can
never lie loigotti n ho- loth our noitiii-in .nocianc
l>rethren wete to launch >. ¦¦1,,iiy tli. -tormj
and unceriain <-ceaii ol the l,i-: oi i|,«i .rr..a ()|
im-nsurtis. in" how Mnully the «li r >. o| no:tti
ern whig* lontht ngairsl it from lir«t to ia«i 1 he
northirn iteirn cito , l owrvi i, )H .-i d t;. 11.. mai-ncyo:
then sou he ill poll ui a- Ins, and. tin , In own

strong lellK tain e, emh;:i k I d lully will- ii- n. supj oi t ol
the great opcniig iiii.oilie, the cnlenng-w gi- of ul(
series, the lumexa ion ol 11 ;.a».a mi a.-me wnu li
undoub ediy llie potent, ptrs/ucnve causi the proiili< ,a
rent ol all that loiloweu I ne) stood li) us throughout,
and by tbfir a.d we triumphantly consummated the w hole
o| that stupendous perns ol rot a«uri *, coi,«lituting a mass

ol achievements wluc'l iuiwu tin cha:aiter ol oui conn

try prodigiously, both at home ami ahioaii, and justly hl.ed
the deirn riam parl),ntid especially thr southern portion
ol it, w ith hounilUs* pride and exultation
Heing tliii* Hi* oiigioators and authoi* ol the«e meas¬

ures, a heavy inoral and political responsibility tests on

the ilemocratic parly, and e«peeiall) on southern nemo-

rrats, in relation to their consequences It these inea»-

urea, or then Consequences, shall tern.i i.ne in the dismem
hervient and oveilniow ol oui gie.il republieau flonfed-
eiacy, deep shame and arroiintablllty lor the re-nli must,
under any circumstances lie ;t the dr.rtr of the democraiic
(¦arty. Hut the carte Will be rendered still worse il that

party, and especially the southern branch of it, shall tail
to exert itarll wilh the ulmosi smci nly and intensifies*
of patriotism, to prevent these tlieir ineainies Iro n wind¬
ing ap in the dire catastrophe ol i'i«Uiiion Such guilty
delinquency on our part w ill tingu our iri«vita|)je sbaflae
and accountability, in connexion wiin tne inatisr, with
criminality ol the darkest dye For What can be more

cuminal, morall). ami prdiiually, than to fail to use our

| utuioet exertion.-, top.eve.it dtoaeter and ruill /... n,JWj j
(Ulioin our own incisure* ( *"'»1

¦j These lacta and views, gentlemen, do, n, my op.uiim 3
¦ powerfully concui with ,E. *,,,,,*1 (,bhgut.L of pi j
Strait urn m mtmoaiag southern democrata, in a most
b stringent and special manner, to the rescue of their coun
[tiy iroui he daiigeis of the present crisis hZ l"mi,

rzrr ,ir; r» TsrsaS
presented the everlo-he-honoted James K I'olk to ilm'
raiher leluctuut acceptance oi llieir uo^ier,,
brethren as a candidate for the presidency It wis fo

racy"1 that^U,ei'r i ii rft* '"fl,"eT ol llle .»utliern democ
racy, ttiat then northern brethren generously accent«l

Z. '3 w'craw l""1' Ŝ
tNu. taoVi,'. vZZ%VZ'l,Z?"t

he souiheru. democratic party, and /ealouMy su,! ,or,e«l
by that party in all us policy and measuies-it wan such
ai. administration that introduced the coun y mto the
JVlexican war, and to whirl. >,il <i. i

"""> 1,110 """

?' 1 MOU,thcr" democracy have not tailed ex-

tlnnS^iH,,,TV^ e"JOy lh"ir ,"1UI"i'e »' club-
& l» tf?B. J hey ure lur too magnanimous and iiist

to d-Havow or disregard the heavy attendant res^nS
Among then* responsibilities it wan clearly been and

acknowledged beforehand thai the heaviest, most difficult
coinX^,e^rtl^("tl,e ««>»^cuo"*i

known ^ . N
W0rtb U"(1 ®?oU,» which " «as well

kn. wn would spun- UJi out of the question of allowin-J
or fallowing slavery in the terriiory that mibiitbeac"|
C f')'n Mexico liy means ol the war. With this con-1
¦if ,h 1

certain prospect beloie it* uvm, and with!
the ^mhfn f re"'",',s,b,1"> "I -ettlins itTh lull view,!
lite southern democratic purly persevered proilerlv and I
pa, riotically pei>evcfed.111 advocating and supporting the |
war and war memant, and in instating on a Jarg. ces,ion|

¦ should'lie m!'I"" %sr M|tb* C00dit'00 011 w"icb peace!
Itl li ^i s VV 1

»*«")' was made to coincide with I
llt L .,

e ,)eca,lie> by means of the treaty that!
Iclosed the war, masters of New Mexico and California I
Ih/n rv nf^hi". V'eW these lacts and this uu.leuiablcl
inistory of the ta^j, a solemn question seems to me to ad-1
¦ dress itself to every southern democrat. It is this- isitl
l^!,Ttent. WJIh llonor' with J,1B''ce and patriotism, foi l
¦ southern democrats now to take an extreme stand, and to I
¦ say that this dangerous conflict which they have been thusl
I largely instrumental in bringing about shall never be set-1
Itleu except 011 terms of their own dictation ? Is it con-1
iMstent with honor, with justice, with patriotism, for them I

In) £ !|U*a" Of this conflict,I
lor for them even to take then stand doggedly on cenainl
¦ particular terms of compromise, and proclaim that .' these§
la/ leusi we wilt have or, so far as in us lies, this g/ortotM.|
ip'trttss Union shall he blown to atom, " Let every dem I
locrat ponder on these questions, and answer them to hisl
lomu heart and conscience ; and if the response shall not I
I be in fullest unison with honor, with justice, withiiatriot-1
P?8'1 Wl" confess myself painfully mistaken in thel
¦character and tone of the political }»arty with which I am I
¦connected tor myself, I have no hesitation in ileclarinitB
fwyprofonnd connctioo that the above-not,ced undenia-l
Ible lacts ol southern dernuciatic agency and instniineiital-1
lily 111 bringing about the events and sUU- of things out ofI
Iwnicli the present tbfMtatiag MCtiooal conflict hasI
ispruna, fay a jwculiar and extraor.iinary weight of obli-1
¦ gallon on the southern i.i inocratic party to do its utmost!
I!,° '6 cou"'.ry vilely throuicli the perils of that con-1
¦ flict. I hey are circuinKtaiici-s r.l the nrtoM cogentnatuie I
iMperadded to our general duty as patriot*, binding us by I
(redoubled ties lo be actuated by a eoneiliatory spirit inl
¦ tills matter. I'hey aie ciiciimvtances which not onlvl
¦ place our duly as patriots, bi,t our tioint -,t honor M ria^-1
Ities to a ijuarn I, d«cidgdhr on the side 01 conciliation audi
Icompromise 1 feel deeply assured that it southern derail
101 ruts will but apply their minds to the calm, disMumion-l
¦ ale siudy and review ol the whole case, they must comeM
Ito tniH conclusion.a conclusion which if bat an antici l
Ipahon ol the tltar voice of history and tLe permanentI
Ijudgment of mankind. ¦
I ruining now from the contemplation of the peculiar®
IpoMtion of the southern democracy in reference to thml
Igreat teiritonal controversy, let us for a moment advertI
¦to that of the national democratic party in rel.ition to thel
¦ tame thing. It took the whole democratic party of the |
¦ country the southern wing of it leading, the norrhernl
¦ aiding and co ojierating.to effectuate the vast measures|
¦ which form the antecedents and sources of ihiscnntro-|
|ver»y The whole democratic party is, therefore, underl
Ispecial obligation, thougii some in a greater ilcgree than|
¦others, t.> see that the country suiler* no detrimaat froml
¦ tffr cMtMOMMM of what they have done I lie democr»-|
Icy cd the rSritili and of the .South, a« tliey united andl
¦ acted together in achieving the great measures of wlnchl
I .New .Mexico arid California aie the fruit, are nowin-l
¦ finitely more bound to unite arid work together to save|
¦ the country Irum the disgrace and rum of being torn toI
¦ pieces b> intestine strife between the North and .Southl
laboat the division ol the conquered Territory Yes; a|
¦ deep.snellable disgrace will it indeed be, to li.ive it \vrit-|
¦ten down and perpetuated m biatoiy, that the demoeniikl
Ipartj, holding in its bands the tirajoi national aflkira.l
Mid, bj policy and anas, ao|^n immense territories fori
Itbe coootrjr, and then meanl) proved itself to be neither!
¦able nor willing to prevent that coantrj from being dis*l
Imembe red ar.d dest.(,\, (| |ij leason ol a 'juariel growinrl
I C'iit ' 1 Hie acquisition ¦
I Happily for itself and for the country, such a reproach hasI
¦ not fasiene «e;f on the democrat,r j arty, and I ror.fi I
jd« nliy b< iieve never will Ilia' liiis |sir;entous contro I
Iveiss has not ers sow bean satisfactorily adjusted hasI
(".en owing to no tauit of the dermi, ra' a [<arty to nol
want f w ise, palmitic foresight, precautmn, and exer-l
Iron on the fait of ttie true democrats of the I'nion, andl
their eminent and trusted j. ub11 r men B

At an <-..ri, 11 nment iitter the treaty wi'h Mexico, Mr I
I' 'Ik- l''esi lent of the I'm ted S'nti-s, threw Hi,, wholeI
W'-'irM ,,i b.» ( h.vactfi arid official |K)«ition into t! e scale,|
in I-.V i-t an a !jusiinent on the pnnnpleof eviendingl
:';e lii.e of the M «soun ('. ,n pr- iii-e to H e I'ucitir ocean |
I'tii- rero,i,:ri( nda'.on v :r,«.le m hi« meosaxe to <-'on-|
gr,-«s ii, '--ii tt.e retur.ird the Oregon bill wit-i ln< >.ignn I
lure I'liere a« every tea on toliope that th s basis oil

Jseitle tit wotil-; hi accepteil by the country, hiiI par-1
r lla,lj by the South lor it had very recently pceive.ll
IJ be si-iii 01 renege! national favor and recognition, by I
i I" :>tf II"' r ¦!( in the l. »-ili|tii'II ti\ -.v ., r11 1 i-x as \va« I
annex. I to the I'n .n Mr Ifuchsn.iu brought his un-1

.! lotion and weight of character a- a stale* |
mail, an.; a gieat ri. .n, and a gre;it inniiled. catholicl
P!''i to !i«-ar up,1: pub.1. o|i'i.-r>n in c .run,-n, e with |

w A. ,1 tv.li- .< Upon If, u-1.11 ol the I
best .1- in .ii m; nds an I hea, ts .1 country were inI
uni-ou with iln-iis; and the great mans ol ihi i>arty|
would un ived In the same airec¦ I

" no 1 an among them men of |
fciarlt, both v 1 1., .1 ith, who were restrained|
.' " 1 "> !' tt, ., t.\ 10 ig. ;ii, up- I
gf Mb Ins inlaid. cruple» i,,--. regsr le 1 thel

«.! < " »?' w, >! 11 ,, it'.ivoi is heiik, i. s.r, ¦
oi ha-t.ii 11,1;ra!in;en n-1,t. i. i<,, ralliei than a» I
Us leu 1; 1111 e Ii alion a I ,1! n-i_, ..4 b ,iU|)t
h'gb Mne to put It il.idfl ,e I,.111 The ureal ,|c(ea«c!
( irol. iiiiii,, ,lo!iu (' ( -11 h 11 1, 11 .j uri-.l to id of thosi
in the South who n-eie di-:,;,g-.i- by rti « feeling, and
-x ho. i'.!i iiom the rot .lituti 'rial ..,:fl. 11!! ><.«.... rrer¬

un. .Ul;;, iiveii-e the I "inciple of th-- vi <i tl ex- i«.on

' 'I I I ol 'lie pe ijile of ,|i <- ,; ire -1 ol
tie I hi Horn a lair part:r.-| on in <-teiy pi.ition ot the
hooiih! domains
lo vi ate these «rru;d<'s, and devise a (.'a'forin r,n

wliii hah iionlit f onliih-illy and cmiw callously stand,

j
1 f. 1,1 r:u 1 deter nineil lo go tin k to the very lountains

L1' tue 01,-tilua,.;. Ill- did MO. a,', in Ill* celebrated jj
¦ Nii-holi n letter, aid lo » n the broad foctrlnt of jatalI
£ :. rence by Cong less w,a the s.ibj»cl of slaveiy R
H 1'' 11' p uor ,,-s iltoeve be ml. w hn W 'voul.l seem j
c ''' 'have 1 .. ba«is ol recot.cilt menl, fOlid and 9

enoiigh lo satisfy all minds hilt tlir - lived un-§
>1 v''bl> in 1,ivor id a congressional inhibition of sla- M

SJ1'. did natisly ami unite an overwhelming pro-8
,*1 'be 'Irmocracy, both of the North and South '

.V ' '* '' I as their gr.,a,| a ty p'at.orm. and rallied
si- tor rnuyn,g tin- residential election and lore

a »eli ing lepitorMl i|uesiion 1 be deimu iatic party S
,.j ur.ilelstood Well what i| wa'doing when it adopted thisj
|platlor,n It "-'ell underst >cW| that, whd«t it was thus do }

j ing pisticeai,,l -ee1.11 ,n lo give satisfaction to the South, j

.in wh. saenAcing is. i, w tT,# North to the tana ol tboa-l
'.sands and tens of tlio ,.o,.|. of v.,te« And tt harked?
and na:l a right to Io«»k to ihr South tor comnfnsation for?

$ heavy, patriotic U»»~-a loan n curreil tor tlir- tnko of I
the South. Hut H looked III vain More (ban hall the j

. southern people, embracing the whole wb,-r party, and '

, enough 01 democrats to turn Ibe »ral» In tfiree or four
southern democratic Slates, (Georgu being one of lLem,)
voted against (reuersl Cass, and effected his def9paiid,;
that of the national deinorrslic party.

I'lins a-.is lorever lost to the Souih, by her own lelih ^

0 erate lault, a priceless, irrevocable opportunity of secur- '

ilig a benign settlement of this matter through the happy,constitutional medium ul the. ballot-box Thus it id the
people ol the South, tiy then votes, work the overthrow
of the national candidate and party who were their
friend* on thin subject, and who, had they been placedin (tower, would have undoubtedly brought about a
satisfactory adjustment of it. And still more and worse
did the southern people do They not only rejectedtheir friends, but, by th'ir voles, (hey put their known
enemies in power They put the reins ol government ill
the hand* of Zachary Ta\ lor and the northern whig
jiarly, who weie, and are, our enemies on this question.The urnn of the South, on the (treat battle field of the
(at-t presidential election, were beheld strangely gleamingill ranks hostile to her cause, and powerfully nel|ted to
win a crushing Waterloo victory against herself. So gi¬
gantic and ukloundiug an instance of madness and folly,
in the exercise of the elective franchise, history has never
before hud to record against any people !

It is in vain, utterly in vain, for a people who have
been guiliy of audi misconduct towards themselves, to
expect to escape all the penal consequences due to their
criminal taiuity. Heaven would be neither wise, just,
nor slvere, nor wisdom better than folly, nor light than
wrong, if it weie allow ed to be so.
But when such a deed has in fact been done by a

people.when tlmy have irrevocably committed such an
act ol madness and folly.how shall they repair it >
Haw shall they go about making amend* font, or arrest¬
ing or mitigating the consequences of it? This is the
great practical question which presses painfully on us of
the South now.
Undoubtedly, when a people have been guilty of such

an act of madness and lolly, ihey are not at liberty to un¬
dertake to repair it, or to get away from the consequen¬
ces of it, by rushing to the commission of another act of
equal or greater madness or folly. Undoubtedly, in the
present case, the people of the South are not at libertyto attempt lo repair their own miserable misdoing and self-
saciitice in 'regard to the territorial question, by resort¬
ing to the perpet'iatiou of a siiII greater misdeed, of which
the ellect will be our exclusion from the Union, without
any tendency whatever towards giving a remedy or re¬
dress for our exclusion from the Territories. Undoubt¬
edly, after recklessly throwing away, as we have done,the all-sutikient, orderly, legitimate remedy of the ballot-
box, we are not at liberty to undertake to compensate our¬
selves lor the eirec.ls of ilial unsurpassed folly, by adven¬
turing upon a course of stupendous folly and wickedness
combined. And it would be a course of stupendous wick¬
edness as well as folly for southern men, having a full
view of all the past and present circumstances of the case,deliberately to make the existing territorial controversythe basis on which to plant the lever of machinations for
the overthiow ol the Union. If this glorious Union
must indeed be broken up, and by southern action, too,
let it be on some other ground, some other quarrel.not
on that! Let it be 011 some grouud, some quarrelwh'ch we are not res|>oiisible for, not culpable for. If
we must, indeed, tear down the pillars of our noble federal
temple, let us at least go about the sad work with clean
hands and blameless minds. Let us be executioners
of the deed, without being partakers of the crime! Let
not the ruins of the subvened fabric of the Union over¬
whelm us with dishonor and remorse, as well as with
calamity.
What part, then, ought we of the South now to act.'

The ans.vt-r seeins to me exceedingly plain We ought
to act a part which will throw the weight of the South
with the greatest effect in favor ol a prompt and judicious
settlement of this quarrel ; and, in order to act that part,
we must co operate with the friends, not the enemies, of
conciliation and settlement.
To the honor of the southern whigs, as a party, they

are found put suing this course. They co rimitted a great
and ev er-to-be deplored error in placing General Taylorand the northern whig party 111 power. They are now
striving to ledeem that error.to confine within the nar¬
rowest possible limits the danger and detriment lo the
South and the Union which that error has so powerfully
o|>erated lo produce. They are fouud generally renoun¬
cing President Taylor's policy, so dear to northern whigs,
free-soilcrs, and abolitionists, and rallying under the
op|*>»mg banner, and following the great sou led, patri-
lic lead ol their illustrious old chief, Henry Clay. And
with them the noble Spartan band of northern demo¬
crats, who Mill cherish justice and friendship towards the
South, are evidently disposed to co-operate ; and if they
shall lail so to co-operate, it will, in ail probability, be
more owing to alienation and resentment at the contrary
course of southern democrats than to any other cause.
The question, then, comes back with increased pun¬

gency: What is the duty of southern democrats? What
ought they to do ?

it is very plain what would have been their duty, andwhat they would have done, in case the democratic |>arty
had not lost the presidential election, and with it the
(wwer to carry out their well-understood, fully-avowed
policy on this subject. Hut for the occurrence of this wo-
ful and unhinging inishap. the duty of the democratic
party, northern and southern, would have lieen to organ¬
ize territorial governments, on the non intervention prin¬
ciple, for all the Territories acquired from Mexico, Cali¬
fornia include!. From this duty there would have been
no ej-ca|ie, or attempt at escape, and it would ere now
have been lully and laithfully performed. General Cass,
as President, would have recommended it to Congress;
and his northern democratic sup|»orlers in both houses
would have stood shoulder to shoulder with southern de¬
mocrats in the ptrfoirnance of this duty. Southern whig
members would not have been dispoeed, nor would theyhave dared, lo withhold their co operation; and thus the
prompt and easy |>as«age of the measure would have been
secured beyond all shallow of doubt.

liul General Taylor was elected President; and the act
ol the people in electing him, and the results of his policy
and management since Iiis election, have gieatly changed
the duty ol ihe democratic paity, and of southern demo¬
crat* sl«o, by i'derposing a manifest im|>o**tbiliry to car¬

rying out the original democratic programme in relation lo
the Territories Through his management and influence,
and that of hi' (about, California has be 11 led to organ
i/e a ,S:ale government, and, backed by hi* recommenda¬
tion, she is now knocking at the d'Kir lor admission into
tli" Union, wilh an interdict in her constitution against
ail slavery within her limit-* And it is conceded on all
bands that it would lie a hopeless and iinpossiMe thing to
a'tempt to refuse her entrance, and remand her back to a
territorial condition We are compelled, conseq lenlly.to
give up California as a Territory . She is lost, irretrieva¬
bly, as a satellite lo our system, and can henceforward
belong to it only as a stir in Ihe grand coatellation o4
States Pr»«sihly we may, by well-directed effort* and
judicious co o|>eralion with the Iriends of measures of
conciliation and concord, succeed 111 procuring a salutary
curtailment of her enormous boundaries Kven this,
however, there is little chance for.more, it would be

,Id to think o|
Hut although California is t!tn» lost lo us, an I lost by

n<> l.flilt 01 in omiu of the « 1;:i.« r democratic party,
yet there is tio'hiiig whatever 111 tlir fact or circumstances
of lh*t loss wh h can operate to egonerati southern
jdemocrsls It un the full nnd faithful |»rlormance of a'l
llh.it part of tl.eir original duty in relation to th* Territo¬
ries that yet remains possible to h performed. New
Me\ c > «iill remains the newl\ pto(si-"d Territory ol
I1' 1I1 ie Mams both churning. :m ready 10 receive at our
ham:-, !. t tonal veinmenu upon our own ihe isheit
ii' n n erveni on p urijiie Oui i'V in regard lo these
|Y;riioriis c.-rta ..!> .iot all (he e ;i vuy or les-ened
because General l'a\ tr ha« rendered it impossible for in

|K"; rm the like .Inly in n'gard to C.i'iioima On the
itv. 'hat duty i» even heightened by the course

;.M-11 l,ivl'r h;*s pursued in relation to < ali
If >1.1 1. a,.| tl.f poiic\ which he is now urgo £ in reler-
ci.cc to t o he wo Territorn-s which policy unblush¬
ing \ pi< poses to withhold from them civil and politic.il
nreaoi/aiion*, a id to treat them as outcasts from govern
in in ord -r, h\ Mich treatment, to drive th» m to a

spee. ^ imitation of the en imple of ( iliforina, an I to a

like nre/iilar a'i obnoxious claim lor adioi«; >n into the
Union

I'i e duty, then, ol southern democrats in relation to
thes 'IV 11 tores remains entire It is a duty to organize
teir.'otial government* for them on Ihe basis ot con

^ ion 11 non interference with t!i<- "iihject of slnverj
it1.111 their Inn.1- It i« a duty h «aie them frmn -i.Hit- I

itie, fix . I'tig au.i indefinite period, the wretched 1«t». g
wlrch General Taylor's he irtl -ss and unscrup ilous poll 8
r\ ot governmental non srtion and abandonment would ,

inflict upon them It is a duly to rescue them, moteover.j
I lorn be.i.g ma e. what that policy would undoubtedly I
make them, a long continuing, effective stalkm* hor»ej
ol anti-slavery agitation And, ahove all. it i« a dut) E
sun "ming them to the rescue of the ^ nth, and of the'
Union, from the tremendous disaster* 111 store lor them 5
lioth trom the rapid sprea rif abolitionism and hitter sec P
tional hatred, consequent upon such agitition.

, Such are llie manifest and imperative duties of «>utiiern ®

£ democrats 111 the pTt-aeiit critical and alarming stale of,
*
ynngs -duties of which I am utterly unable to see ho v

they can eflectually acquit themselves otherwise than by,
; earnestly co o(teranng with those who show themselves
ideepl) penetrated with a sense of ihe same duties; with
ion li men as Cl.iy, Webslei, Dickinson. Aldus Man (

gum, Cass, and Footr all those northern and eouthern
M democrats and southern wings ay, and northern wings.

too, if ail) *u<:h their be who aic working hard lor the
perlorioai.ee ol fill then* duties who aie I* oring o

cuidiium' ihe strifes (.i tli<- country, to heal "s 'e*,lu'
wounds, uinl to restore it once moie to a »l*te at wmcu
the patriot need neither blu^h not irewWe

It m only by such a co-of>eratioi», I tepeat, wis can a nil
acquit oui selves of ihese dutiee. Certainly we cannotdo
it iiv siding, whether actively or passively, with General I
i-Hv l..! and hi* follower* in BlU matter, who are
to carry Ottt a policy which seta all these duties a! naught I
Am little can we do it hy soling with thoae who, m tbeirl
blind rase at General Taylor's too successful legerdemain 1
in leuaid to Call lornm, are bent on pursuing a course I
which, without the least prospect of defeating the lull I
realization of that part of his plan which relates to OjH-1fornia, will absolutely insure the success10! that other I
.teit which relates to New Mexico and Utah. I
The bill reported by Mr. ("lay, as chaiiman Ol the I

Committee of rhuteeu in the Senate, is the great antago-l
nistical plan to that of the President aud Ins cabinet, and I
to the schemes and views of the northern wings, liee-1
soiiers, and abolitionists. If it fail*, th** must nicesuirilu I
triumph { if Ututmdt, they art as necesianly #hW«M
overthrown Such is th real, unshunable alternative I
which the case presents. -

....Il^it us, then, look diap.lifflWtllly at that bill. I he un-1
doubted excellence, the exalted patriotism of its ObMtt,l
entitle it, at least, to a fair and liberal examination beiorel
il is condemned and rejected. .1It is impossible, 1 apprehend, to deny that it is a bil I
which contains much tliRt is good, and good of the highest I
kind. It is equally impossible to deny that it will pre- ¦
vent much that is evil, aud evil of the very worst kind. I

In the first place, it is a marked ingredient ol good nil
the lull, that it makes provision for the organization and I
government of the Territories of New Mexico and Utah I
The atrocious contrasted wrong and evil which it will ¦
nreveni, and which so deeply suins the opposing cabinet ¦
plan, is the leaving of tlie people of these leintoues lor|an indefinite length of years without the protection of I
government and Uws, to be a miserable prey to civil unar- ¦
chv military despotism, and barbarian outrage, bveryiday'that this stale of things is allowed to last is a contiu-1
uation of the moiiWcrying, merciless, discreditable injury!
and injustice, on the part of our government, towards I
this portion of our iellow citizens. It constitutes .i case I
of the most remarkable governmental pravity and abari-1
donine.it of duty that was ever known It involves al
breach of the faith of treaties, of the obligations of the I
constitution, and of the sanctity of oaths.all of which!
unite to demand in thunder-tones of the President and ¦
Congtess to give to the people ol New Mexico and Utah |the benefits and protection of civil government and laws.!
Mr. Clay's bill proposes to discharge this inoat solemn ¦
and imperative duty. The antagonistic presidential planI
proposes to set this duty at naught, and to abandon tfiesel
Territories for an indefinite length of time to all the mse-|ries and wrongs of their present anarchical and un-Jprotected condition. Will southern democrats-wi ll
southern men of any party.pursue a course whichellect-i
¦tally helps and enables General Tay.or and his cabinet to!
cajry out such an atrocious policy? This is one of the!
questions which they mast answer by th,eir cJ,ur^5 'n Imatter: for to help to defeat Mr. Clav's bill is to help!
most efficiently to carry out General lay lor ^ Igovernmental non-action and abandonment of duty in ¦
regard to the Territories. That system goes intoettect, I ¦
the bill is defeated ; it vanishes into nothing, ll the bill imI
^

Another prominent and undeniable merit which Mr. I
Clay's bill possesses isto be found in the rejection ot ¦
the Wilmot Provii-o, and in the feature it contains of ¦
congressional non-interference with the mbject of sla^Bvery in the Territories. Those southern men who refusal
t* recognise this as a great and satisfactory merit in Mr. ¦
ClayV bill render very poor service to the southernB
cause. They contribute to weaken and the!
South in her own eyes, and in the eyes of the wh I ¦
country, by stirring up dissatisfaction now against w ha ¦
the southern people clamored lor only two i.1*
Lei us lieware, now that the position we contended for
lath is sought to be conceded lo us, how we turn away ¦
grumbling Horn the ofier, and insist upon another poti-*
lion we then repudiated. How downward is the lenden-|cv of such a course! And how certainly are those who
pursue it destined to sink the character ol patriots in that
of factionists!

:.i.The bill has a still further merit in connexion with
the matter ol slavery It is not only marked throughout
ail its provisions by the entire abstinence of Congress to
legislate in relation to slavery, but, in order to make ab¬
solutely sure ol southern approval in this particular, it
expressly denies to the territorial government the power
to pass any law prohibiting or establishing it ; thus leav-
ing the question of slavery in the Territories in the hands
lot the judiciary, where the celebrated Clayton Com¬
promise bill of IMS-over the loss of which be southern
people so poignantly grieved.sought to put Lit. t.ure v,
then, it cannot be that southern men, and *"P*cian>
southern democrats, will pronounce Mr. CUy " bill un

satislaciory on the subject of slavery in the err'lor e'
Again the great, and so far as I am aware, the only

point of honor urged or made by the South in connexion
with this controversy, has been that Congress should not
make a discrimination against the southern people, by
pawing a law in restraint of their right to w ith
their peculiar property to Territories acquired by the com¬
mon blood and treasure of the whole country Soeh a
discrimination, it wa-felt and insisted, wouldbenot lew
a wound upon southern honor aud equality than an in
fraction of southern lights. This point ofhonorissavd
to us.saved complete and inviolate by Mr. C ay s bill ¦
And \et lurther: the passage ol Mr. Clay s bill, in oon-l

junction with the opinion, prevalent throughout the 8outhl
that, in the absence ol all congressional or tem.o i£|legislation to the contrary, the southern people would be1
entitled in point of la# to carry their sjaves into lhe Ur ¦
r.tot.es.the passage, I say. ol th.s bill. ... conjunction¦
with this prevailing opinion, would make southern men*
feel eecuie in emigrating thither with their slaves, and,!
it there be adequate inducements presented by the soil.¦
climate andprolactiona-mineral or agr.cuh.iral-of the!
c iuiiU v. tbev will so < murrate to it arid plant southern in-B
fluence there, and ... due fine bring the States there to be|formed into me ' niou as skivehohiing States ¦

In strongest contrast w.tn alltbu » the eonree wbuhl
things mii'i lake if the bill is defeated, tnd Ilot's i.oucv ol non action and abandonment "I ih< I*rn ¦
tones lo an and lawless State -»»».;«;- I
imnlaie In Hi " U,M wl1""' w"r1,1 ""'vVH I
there will be no ,.n.nigt,t,on ol sr.uthern slave owneralLiih tbeirpr perty for men owatBf aay kind of per-I
nanent or valuable property, espenmly alaves thel
South to the absolute security of which th«y look ¦
the mainlena theii tamiliee and a provision lorl
their children, will not risk it in a land dest.tule ol the!
nrulef turn ol tvit e-ivernuient an<l laws lit A I
t needy, the awlese, the outlawed, and the des;.eraiely ¦
adventurous, will mainly congregate Such will >ethe|cham ter ol th i«>i nation that, under the system reco« ¦

t>\ lien, fay lor. they will at some d.sunt day nainel
Const.M,:i"ii< an l r-rnmen.., and Mk f«M
into the I nion lo rscw Mexico an.i Utah, and auca »¦

w ;¦ki;i;:.:i.. . >"¦« -«¦
l,,. »u ... hut out southern slave ownere by an . .terd ¦

|., r State constitution, as the Califoruians have done |rhe northern whig*, free^soile. and abol.i imiets,!
nn (,-nei.il sy lor s nun arti >u |k>I.C),|well »JI» "ill !"

Il.ro "ii.a into their hands, and «o|thu. I" nil Ol sell v. the sulwta .Hal ilong whiehl
,l,rv-.. ri- If.1 <> "I III" m |«r.icu,ai about the!
iii,.. r»> .'j which il shall he done 1

libera democrats, <
party, pursue a course which i i.ou us to giving theml
eihciii.ti an.1 dec.Mte aid lo. nciiie* ng such an end to I
such menus ' 1'ney will Im* puisiiins

. . Iihey op» rale w ah them in ;ui'inil Mr -ay

It is another important meni of th» bill t rather it is
Hliecs-ily Irom which the bill could not «|»«- I B
,1 to provide lor the settlement of lhe disputed

bet veeo New .Mexim ami (..«». Ibis
|,,a.ch if the bill inseparably t. n« to t le aieat ob¬
ject ot r.rganizing a tern'onal government lo Ne > '1'ti¬
er. : lor. order... the orsa.o/ation ami wois,:.,- o 4

ternii.rial goveriiin«ut, measures U>r seitlmg tins l, -,iU e I
11<i>iniI trv .re indispensable, unless we won,'I have Con 8
UK its in in> |' u 111 v ill the wickedness and "I or-l
sain/11 i; a l. rril .ry for the p.r,->- ol making ,t a wr.le
and rev oitiug arena ol governmental collision and war «
(are with a neighboring S.ate I

It ha« already been ascertained by a decisive vole o |the Sena'e that it is wholly impossible to pass a billI recovE' i-iiig and confirming the vast length ot we. ;StV-i, b mnil.iry claimed t»y rexas, streleh.i.B fiom the
ijtnouth source ol the R.o Grande del None and
jttliei.ee to the lid parallel of latitude I rot
j abl> I enas herself would reganl as a most unhappy cjr-p ctimstance the permanent injjraltment on net po
'1 . i.,. ,, d.rtion of Mr (.lisrt.ell il sires, ly renhai,
. in Ne t VI. tien I SI 'S

body of the immense barren proboscis to which she now
toys claim, projecting ui>»o far lo (he north, and parlakimr
of her vitality to little other purpose than that of provoking
upon tier perpetual hostilities and incursions from uutne-
Tour trilien of savages
According to the imperfect attention I have given to

the Alibied, I am inclined to think the beat boundary be¬
tween New Mexico and Texas would be a line quitting
the del Norte at a point some sixty miles above the town

oj hi I'aso, and stretching from thence to Ked river,
.Ion* the southern margin of the Great Desert of the
Journey of Death, throwing that desert entirely into
New Mexico. Such a line would give Texas all the ter¬
ritory in that direction that can possibly be desirable to
her. r or giving up her claim to the territory north of that
line, she ought to receive an ample equivalent; and so the
bill provides. This nart of the bifl ought also to be
wholly disentangled iroui the slavery controversy, by a

provision expressly recognising and perpetuating the
Missouri Compromise line, as laid down anil established
in the Texas annexation resolutions; which, I believe,
has been done by an amendment introduced for that spe¬
cial purpose.

After all, this whole branch of the bill amounts to
nothing more than making an overture to Texas for the
settlement of the boundary; and in the perfect freedom
which lexas will possess of accepting, rejecting, or mod¬
ifying the terms ottered by the bill, we h«ve ample secu¬
rity that nothing detrimental to the great interests of the
South will be allowed to be consummated.
Such are the iirulotiht.eilly good provisions which the

territorial bill of the Committee of Thirteen contains.
provisions which Congress is clearly bound to enact:
the enactment of which is a duty of the gravest kind.a
duty which it is no light thing for American congress
men. and especially southern members and southern
democrats, to omit to perform. Vea, more : it is a duty
so grave and imperative, so binding on theiAiouls and
consciences, that they are bound to use their utmost ex¬
ertions, to exhaust all the constitutional means in their
power, for its full and effectual performance. On this
point it does not seem to me that there can be any ground
of doubt. And il the bill contained no other provisionsbut these, it would have easily united the suffrages alike
of whi£s and democrats of the South.

It was a deep and overruling sense of the eolemn
duty of earning into effect the measures contemplate! by
these provisions that actuated tho*e senators who co-
ojieruted to unito them together in the same hill with
another measure.that for the admission of California
into the Union as a State. The joining of them in the
same bill with that measure was resorted to as a means
of effecting their passage, and as the only means by which
it was believed it could be effected, and for no other
reason.
The senators who thus co-operated, and who were so

profoundly penetrated with a conviction of the over¬
whelming character of the duty of enacting these provis¬
ions, on looking around to ascertain what were the pros¬
pects for success, were struck with grief by the discovery
that their utmost endeavors were doomed to certain de¬
feat, in case these provisions were left to depend for their
passage on their own mere and unaided strength in Con¬
gress. This melancholy discovery made a deep impres¬
sion ot* their minds, but was far from making them feel
that they could be justified in leaving these provisions to
the fate which was seen certainly to await them, us a

separate and disconnected measure. On the contrary,
they felt it to he their duty to cast about for some war¬
rantable legislative expedient to strengthen them, and give
them a better chance of success.
After long debate, and great deliberation, and strong

opposition, they adopted such an expedient. They be¬
held lying beneath their hands on the Senate table a sepa¬
rate bill tor the admission of California.a measure known
to possess a very plethora of strength, troops of zealous
friends, large and determined majorities in both branches
of Congress. They beheld in it a measure which was
conceded on all hands to be absolutely certain to pass by
a decided vote, and a measure which they believed to be
strong enough to carry along with it on its back those
other weaker measures which these senators had so
much at lie.ih.the bill for the organization, on the non¬
intervention principle, of the Territories of New Mexico
and Utah, and that also far the settlement of the New
Met ico and Texmj boundary question. 1
Under these circumstances, what did they do ? Why,

they did what was no new or questionable thing in par¬
liamentary tactics and practice. Senators who were the
friends and senators who were the enemies of the meas¬
ure of the admission of California, united to throw it
into the same bill with those other measures, in order that
its strength might be made to aid their weakness and carry
them safely through Congress In other words, they laid
hold of the fleet and strong-limbed California-admission
sieed that was deemed certain to pans triumphantly
through the congressional lists, and determined to make
him do some goal service, if possible, to the country as
he passed.determined to make him serve as a jack-
horse to carry through, along with himself, the whole
load of our favorite southern measure* connected with
the Icrritorial controversy.
Those measures are known to be loo weak to carry

themselves through by their own unassisted strength ; and
in fasleuing them to lieueral Taylor's California admis¬
sion measure, southern members of Congress are not by
any means making themselves chargeable with the blame
and responsibility of that measure, but are merely using
it as an engine to drag through their own better, though
weaker measures.

"Tho very head and front of their offending
Ham this extern.no more."

Admitting, what I do not Fee how any man can suc¬

cessfully deny, that it was foul play on the part of the
administration to foist upon the lurt this powerful Call
fornia-admission measure, chousing us of the South so

adroitly out of our cherished non-intervention policy in
reference to California.admitting this, f nay, to ho so,
there is certainly nothing in such a fact to entitle either
the powerful steed or ins patrons and abettors to any
favor or exemption at our hands And it would be a

very great favor to them.one highly promotive of their
dearest scheme* and wishes.for u« to throw off the
weijhtv southern measures which have been fastened on
tli» hack of their steed, or lor us to let hnn fail, for want
of dne application of whip and spur, votes and voices on
our psrt, to carry that load of measures successfully
through lor the question i« not whether tie shall go
through or not go through.it is certain he will go
through, in spite of us; and the reai andonlyprac.tir.il
qaestion is, whether he shall go through, with our load
of measures on fits back, or without them, and to their
utte: an I hopeless loss For once let it be settled in any
way thai he shall not or cannot go through with them,
an.I then, relieved of that load, ne. will fly around the
Irack oil hoofs ol winged speed, bringing California into
the Union as a separate measure with her enormous
boundaries, her irregularities of organization, and her
constitutional interdict ol slavery; and l4png New Mex¬
ico and Utah ur.oiganized, the New M«ieo and Te*a*
boundary question unsettled.leaving the whole might\
mass of congressional duties in relation lo the«e Territo¬
ries unperformed, and without the chance or prospect of
performance.leaving, foryears to come, those Territories,
I null u in scarce anything else, to be pntresrently fertile
hot-beds of governmental collision*, sectional animosi¬
ties, >ui11 slavery agnation,arid abolition pro|>ttgandi*m.
with the! certainty at last of commg into the Union. Iilie
( ahforoiu, with an anil slavery constitution.if, indeed,
the Union shall not, ere then, perish on the rocks of the
veiy controversy which these Territories will thus serve
lo exasperate and perpetuate, and Irom which there is not
patriotism enough in the North or the South, the ICust or
the VVest, to extricate the country.

All this we are asked to hazard, all this we are asked
to lend ourselves to the probable bringing about, all tins
we are asked to render ourselves deeply, culpably respon¬
sible for, il it should come about And for what/ Not
because by doing thus we should have a prospect, on
which a reasonable man would incur a heav\ hazard, of
gaining what we waul, in whole or part Not because
we would thereby obtain a prospect of releasing ourselves
from provoking and disastrous consequence*, which are
traceable to cause" in which we have largely participated,
and lor which we are largely responsible an a people ; but
simply because we have grave objections, which we will
not Mirinounl, lo voting for a hill containing a provision
tortile admission ol California, although all "'her

provisions are precisely what we approve and what the
country wants, and although ?he passage of the bill is the
only probable measure of (wiice. conciliation, and adjust¬
ment tha' we can hope lo obtain for our distracted and
endangered country

I am fully sen«ible of the force of the objections to fhe
admission ot California I hey are objections lonnded on

the enormity ol her boundaries -her unpreparedni *< to

be a Slat*' the gros* irregularities attending her organi¬
zation a« a Slate government, and the unfair and inad-

Jini-silde means employed to cause her precipitately lo

slum a Slare government anil adopt an anti slavery cim

( siitntion I do not mention a« one of the objections ih*
* mere fact thai such mthe character of the constitution
» she has adopted. Thai would lie sanctioning the mon.
s eirons principle maintained by the celebrated Missouri
7 resiriciionists of 1H|K *30. who contended that, when a
' S ate was applying for admission into the Union, Con-

gr«s*s had a ri||ht to scrutinize the character of the imm-
aion.-i or permissions of her constitution ou lh« subject <>t
slavery, and to make them the bani» of her adiniaaion 01
rejection. Such a principle, aaeerted by the North, shook
the confederacy to its foundations, thirty years ago. The
baie reminiscence of that era will be enough to Keep for¬
ever fresh the stigma that rests ou that moat dangerousami abouiiunble doctrine.

lit reference, however, to any and every objection thai
can he u(kw1 against the adiinaaiou ol California, it is ob¬
vious that t.aldoniia heiself ought to be dealt with in the
most tender and liberal manner. She has been, from the
beginning to this present hour,-ihe iiarly "more sinned
against than sinning " \V« refused to give her what she
most preseiugly needed, moat earnestly desired, what we
we were bound by the most sacred obligations to giveher-a territorial government. We left her to anarchyand outlawry, of which neither she nor we were able to
see the termination, and at this moment she would barebeen in that state, as New Mexico actually is. if ah* had
not organized a government of her own. Under theae
circumstances, it does not lie in the mouth ot Congreaa,the wrong-doer that drove California to the course she has
taken, to indulge in much censure against her for what
she has done, or her unprepuredness lor doing it, or tha
irregularity of her proceedings iu doing it, or the inadmis¬
sible influence* which may have operated upon her iu re¬
lation to it. Congress and the country seem fully senai-
hie of this. The consequence is, that the controversy in
regard to California has become very much narrowed.is-
duced down to a question as to wliat boundaries shall be

Biveu her. Everybody in the South, I suppose.certainly m*,
II those who are in favor of the extension of the Mis-"

.ouri line to the Pacific.would be willing to see Cali¬
fornia ut onre admitted into the Union, on the single con¬
dition of her acceptance of the parallel of 3S deg. 30 min.
as her southern boundary. I should be greatly rejoiced
if such a curtailment of ner limits could be introduced as
an amendment in Mr Clay's bill. Such an amendment,
if made, would render another necessary, namely; an
additional provision iu the hill, organizing a Territory
in South California, upon the same principles in reference
to the slavery question as those which the bill establishes
for the organization of New Mexico and Utah. If these
two amendments could be introduced, Mr. Clay's bill, it
seems to me, would be entirely unexceptionable to all
southern men, bating some inevitable difference of opin¬
ion as to what would be the best line of boundary be¬
tween New Mexico and Texas. Certainly Mr. Clay's
bill, with these amendments, would be better for the
South than the extension of the Missouri Compromise
line to the Pacific. It would be attended, also, with the
advantage of relieving from embarrassment a vast num¬
ber of the best southern men, who have always been
in the habit of regarding the Missouri Compromise as
unconstitutional, and who would shrink, on that ac¬
count, from giving it a positive and voluntary support.

It would still more signally relieve another laige class
of southern men who fell into the unhappy synchronism
of advocating the measure of the annexation of Texas
with the Missouri Compromise principle in it, and then
turning immediately and making war on that principle:
and who, having unfortunately succeeded but loo well
in battering down its strength and popularity both in the
North and South, now insist on making it a sine qua non
for the adjustment of the portentous controversy that is
convulsing the country. Thsre is an incomparable awk¬
wardness, a moral paralysis, In such a position, which
makes it quite impossible that those who occupy it should
be very influential in maintaining the sine qua turn on
which they have taken their stand.
For my own nart, 1 have to say that the Missouri Com¬

promise principle is an old favorite of mine for the Battle¬
ment of territorial strife between the sJaveholding and
non-slavehoiding sections of the Union. I have had
occasion to vole for it twice: once on tha passage, in
1S45, of the Texas annexation resolutions, which con-
taiucd it, and again on the passage, in the House of Rep¬
resentatives, iu the same year, of a bill for organizing
the Oregon Territory.in which bill the principle wai
also coiitamed. When Mr. Polk, Mr. Buchanan, an<!" ¦

other leading men, recommended it as the basis of set-
tling the controversy to which our territorial acquisitions
troin Mexico gave rise, I was anxious that their advice
should be taken by the country. Hut it failed of popular
acceptance, mainly through the influence of southern ob¬
jections and hostility. At this time there is evidently a
strong returning tide of popularity setting throughout the
ranks of the democratic party of trie South in favor of the
Missouii Compromise principle. How soon it-is destined
to sutler another ebb, no man can tell. 1 believe, however,
thai in the actual and probable future state ot the public
mind, the adoption ol it as an amendment to Mr. Clay's
bill would produce a better eifeel iu the South than any
other mode of adjustment. And everybody knows that
in the settlement of ail quarrels, from the least to the
greatest, the giving of }>ermaiienl satisfaction to the par¬
lies is the most imjiortant thing to he done or attempted.
For this reason, notwithstanding, in |>oint of afcttract
iari.t, I would prefer Mr. Clay's bill, amended as 1 have
jgst above suggested, to an) thing else, yet, iu deference to
the existing strong concentration of southern public opin¬
ion in lavor of the Missouri Comprotn.se principle, I would
readily yield up my preference, and gladly accept of Mr.
Clay's bill, modified by the introduction into it of that
principle. But I cannot espouse the idea of making
either the Missouri Compromise principle, or the prop¬
osition I have mentioned as receivnig my abstract
preleience, a tine </ua non in this matter. QM.the
contraiy, in case they both fail of a lo^ion, I should
feel constrained by a sense of general patriotic duty,
corroborated by all the arguments and considera¬
tions 1 have heretofore adverted to as peculiarly af¬
fecting southern democrats, to fall back on Mr. Clay a

b.ll, with such mtKillirauons as would be certainly obtain¬
able by pro|>er soutnern co-operation, and to accept it,
with these modifications, as the basis of conciliation and
adjustment of the humiliating and dangerous strife
which now ufUicts the country in regard to our conquered
reiritories.
Having now noticed all the provisions contained in

Mr. Clay's hill, ami expensed myself in favor of sup¬
porting it as a final alternative, even tnough that part
which I disapprove.to wit, the measure ol admitting
California as a Male.should not be at all modified so

as to make it more acceptable, the question may per-
ha,« he a»ked. How is it to be reconciled with the princi¬
ples ot duty lor a man toco-operate in the passage of

bill, so material a provision of which he disap¬
proves ?
To which I reply, that there never was a wilder, more

mutagen, and untenable idea than that a man must ap¬
prove of all the material provisions of a bill in order to
make it his duty to eo-oparate with its Iriends, and to

give it hi* final support and vote. Such a principle
would be incalculably pernicious It would amount to a

practical repudiation of all republican government, by
rendering legislation itself an impracticable thing, under
such a government The very constitution of the United
States was adopted by means of the votes of members
of (he teli ral convention who ware dissatisfied with
much that it contained and much that it omit
t il It was ratified in the Suite convention* by
receiving numerous votes from those who voted for
it witn r. luctsnt and dissatisfied minds It was s

i-trnng, alt conquering sense of dnty that constrained
them to vole lor what they disapproved, in order thai

they wight get along with it what they lelt to be needlul
lor the salvation of thscounlry. And shsll ws tske np-
iiii oiir«elve* to he so much better than ">ir lathers

After they, with manly wisdom and grestneas, have
Ioirued a constitution and founded a government by act

neon the principle of concession, conciliation, and eom-

l^mmse. 4cr.lic.ing, ... a multitude of important points,
I[heir strong individual opinions and sectional feelings.
shsll we he so degenerate a. to reluse to Ut on that

principle, even ... s .-a- vl.-.e the very preservation, of
.heir glorious work requires it at our hands > Shall ws

though standing on their gigantic sh.mblers, be such
inlsen»ble pig s. to sink altogether below their lolly
«x»ui ,}e Wish socli an example before us, shall w» be

utterly callous lo its ennobling influences, and dslib
era'*')' leavs our country to all the awful hazards of the

impending crisis, because, forsooth, belore we can be

prevailed on to give our immaculate vole lor its »a

v.iiion, we m'lst nave a law proposed lo us which shall,
in all its provisions, square evne.tly with our particular
i.leas? Shall we be ftuilty of such a course, regardi#«s
of ibe tremendous consequences involved, ant natter

ourselves that our c.oontry or the world .vi.l mis a < '"j1
intense perverseness and narrowness for K >man stern

3 of principle, t>nd wise, l-molic devotion to our

natal soil .' .

Mr Clay's b.ll is a complet measure I embraces

provisions lor the .dm.." of one Slate mtn Ibe Union
IheTirganizatron of governments for two |>rr, tones, and

the settlement of a I* a.y question of immense un-

0ne ol tim-e I erritor.es and a sov-

^ Sta^Vd The confederacy And lt undertakes to

do Til 'ifMse Ihn g- in such a manner aa will erfsatually
nfi turner -ettle .he slavery .juestioil in its most Isaiful

asnee.t thst of its connexion with the l erritor.ea et the

Hts.es Now. .t is hardl) probable tl.nl such a Mil

P should, in all its proposition*, be «< fCamel as I" I"*
¦Jciselv even Mr. I lay h.intelf, or any one memne' ol toe

Committee of Thirteen Ibat reported >t It was | resented,
however, by them, as the most leasibie sod hepefnf P1*"


